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Author’s Note

You’ve come this far on your Chinese learning journey, now it’s time to enjoy
some fiction in Chinese! I’ve been working hard to create this series for students
to level up their Chinese by immersing themselves in authentic stories. Hopefully
this will be a useful resource for the Taiwanese Mandarin learning community.

Level Two: 500 unique characters

Level 2 is designed for Chinese learners who have reached an intermediate level.
This series contains about 500 unique characters.

If you are able to read this book and follow the story while encountering a
few words you don’t know every 1 or 2 pages, this book is fine for your level.

How do I study with this book?

Read at your own pace. By reading this book, you're already improving your
recognition and comprehension skills. Here are some features of the book:

e Glossary: Clicking key words will take you to the glossary, where
each word's definition and pronunciation are listed. If you're looking
to push yourself, try making sentences with words from the
vocabulary list.

e Questions and Discussion: This section is extra practice to test your
comprehension and to express your opinions, perhaps with your
teacher.

e Grammar points: This section lists the most challenging grammar
points used in the story. It’s a good chance for you to review the
grammar you might have learnt before but are still not familiar with.

e Audiobook: Listening along while you read allows you to pick up
on not only tones as well as unfamiliar words. It also aids in
understanding what natural Chinese would sound like in context.

The audiobook can be purchased here. (Use the code ‘audiobook’ to
get 10% off)


https://talktaiwanesemandarin.com/books/

About This Story

This book is based on a famous Taiwanese folktale -- Liao Tian-Ding. A
legendary hero and the most wanted outlaw during Taiwan under Japanese rule,
Liao Tian-Ding was known for employing his amazing Kung fu skills to steal
from the rich and give to the poor.

Liao Tian-Ding was a real-life person. However, there are so many
different stories about him, it’s hard to tell which one is real. I wrote this book
based on a mix of facts, myths and my imagination. | hope you enjoy it!

Abby
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A¥ Characters

o ZZ(An'an): NiFE - SEEWNSE -
A cute 6-year old. Loves bedtime stories.
. EE(Baba)  LZXHEE  REMWSE -

An'an's dad. Good at telling stories.

B EE B9 A ¥ Characters in the story

& o (Taichung)
. B AT (LiaoTian-Ding) : HEEA S - KRR - ELREH
A

From Taichung. He has great kung fu skills and loves to help others.

. PUFE(Afe) : AT HWEFRE  MAGTH—&K -
Tian-Ding’s best friend. They are as close as brothers.

o B (Shifu) : BUR T I R BIET R 3
A kung fu master. Teachs Tian-Ding Kung Fu.

o PIEAyu : FIREZRE - AT /NEENRER -
Shifu’s daughter. Tian-Ding’s childhood friend.



« MEE (Linliobin) : MEREMNER -
The rich owner of a local tea shop.
& 1k (Taipei)
. T ZEE (Wangliobin) : BB KM FE 4 -
A rich landlord in Taipei.
1% M (Yang lin) : B £ B9 RS
Ayii’s uncle.

i Time:
H & BF Hf (Rizhishiqi) Taiwan under Japanese rule (1895~1945)

i 2L Location:

J\E

Bali, New Taipei

=Ly

Taichung I Taipei
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BI= Preface

NEHNZZSEFRBEBERLR 7 - MBREIXE - HEFS
MEEEBRBEMTES -

TSRERMIRI PR —ERE NS - il Robin Hood -

EFEnlE | L KL — 22l - —EBEENHMANESER

"fREE Robin Hood M ? HIRME S E M EHE Robin

Hood WIZEZHNE ? | EEXRER

TEMNIE? 2 ? 0 BLEAREBHR -

" TEART .4 - & Robin Hood —# - s B
ARNEREDNE A - 1 EEH - ZLR 7 - REEMR . "8

ZREBANTHNE - clARaRHEE?

"I RAEEINRMT  HEIRUE - HRMIRMRER - 4 B
B

", RO c FEAEZEBMINRNELRE R IR
EEEENS  IZ5eHhE  RUZBNREEEZDLR - FEERE

fth—EMINGRE - LHRMEE - NIIZAEXR -



"EE R S L ARENZZHESNENEETAMN -

"R RS EEEREBE TER - FILXLZEK

Moo ER FSh . T SERBEERET ?

"TRERBEATHNE ! ) LEHR -

" MEEREEHARH..... BER

"HERHEME? ZL2H -

"HERHS MU ERBAAXREnuNRE - - EE0E

"AEM - BATEZREAN - s s8EBXRER - " BEREHN

HARZEZna#AZ=EM - EREBME!

"TRTE?MAZRENR? 2L/ -

AN

=

\

(B

S EBEBLL MR RER . THREBNERME 1
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1883 & - BA T EGSPLEE TS - AT RNWKE  tHESE
Mm¥BEna s  BER/XRERE  EAFLCR/NBH - KK - AT K

ANEMABTIEY  MmECHEENS  EH T RIRESWIF -

A TZENEE B—X AN EFRA——DFmMR M
BALIEE - —EERXRWE L EIMUHBAEE  tHERE

_1%A //J\\Tnu nﬁt%BﬂE%A //J\\T%B UH ﬂi—’. B—J

[AMEE—REREER  EELE  BtmMEL)  EXR

AP AR e - UMM EGER - WA ZRERE BAEMMER

T REREHENEF  H#HAEH AR BREBHEHXE

Z HAZEEREREME tEAL0BEZA BREAEEFZ

e A TAAL -

BN B UBREMNAZELE  MOREESM . uRER -
ARXRBUMMER - MERABRKXBEEIL  EABMIYT 2ER :

TEERARMRE - RER !

[ RAE  MEEMFE LA 2 AR - K& H e 0 -

I hope you enjoyed this sample! You can purchase the book on
https://talktaiwanesemandarin.com/books/
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128 & 5@ Questions & Discussion

Comprehension

1. ATRMEZREZ/MIEARR?

[sample]

Discussion
6. MBERN] MHNEBEE2ENEZHEN? BHE? BRREIMRNIE

-

[sample]
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£R3E Grammar Points

Here is a list of the most challenging grammar points used in the story. Bear in
mind there is no 1-to-1 translation for some points, and nuances might not be
iImmediately apparent. Please consult your teacher if you would like more

context.

Chapter 0

e V & : goon (doing sth.)
eg,. WFE-BWIME BT E

Chapter 1

e AK{H... 3E... : notonly...butalso...

[sample]
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4 &d 3R Key words

Parts of Speech

n. Noun

adj. Adjective
adv. Adverb
conj. Conjunction
mw. Measure word
Part. Particle
Prep. Preposition
Det. Determiner
v. Verb

vo. Verb + object (examples: IZER - BEE)

vc. Verb + complement (examples: BEZ -« BZ)

10.

AR «xs tx gongfu n. kung fu

S TuL - xiongdi n. brothers

il

HE 59— wx> dizhi n. landlord (owns land) — vs. 25 (owns property)

Q 7 Cx " shifu n. master

A 2% 2% shashu n. uncle

n
/Ht

\
/

A
Bs

Hd

W - TuL yingxiong n. hero
E 1oL oy xingfen adj. excited
#X tou V. to steal

<us” qgiong adj. poor

xAx " tang V. to lie (down)

15



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

16

Y

ey

E «X3° guan V. to control, to manage, to take care (of)

I
i

4y—, %Yy jingcha n. police
TS x~ T—%" weéixiao v./n. smile
35 4 si v. todie, be dead

e (-cx qifu V. to bully, to take advantage of sb.

~

Bo] A v «x . agong n. (Taiwanese) elderly man, granddad
?ﬂz };Tﬁ %Ei w4 Ny C3° zhao mafan V0. to pick on sb., to cause sb. trouble
B&% vx zang adj. dirty

AB =5 n—5" rénmin n. the people, citizens (of a country) e.g. & AR

BAE 53 9% -~ kanbuqgi vc. to look down on

[sample]



=B Resources

[sample]
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Sahana is an American who has been living in Taiwan and learning Mandarin
since 2019. They enjoy Taiwanese literature, English-Chinese translation,
helping people learn Chinese, and finding English translation mistakes on every
menu in Taiwan.

18


https://talktaiwanesemandarin.com/review/
https://talktaiwanesemandarin.com/review/

Talk Taiwanese Mandarin Graded Readers
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LEVEL 1:
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i ’7.4"‘"‘

rx- « X

R

HUGUPO

THE TIGER AUNT

TALK TAIWANESE MANDARIN

The Tiger Aunt { FEIHZE)

Level 2: 500 Unique Characters

Chinese Graded Reade
Level 2
by Abby Chen
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TRANSLATION

@
3

Lost in Translation {MNHEEE = 1HEEE)

B A R

For more information, please visit www. TalkTaiwaneseMandarin.com
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